
An Unforgettable Summer! 
The door sprung open and my bag hit the ground with a THUD! I raced outside 

to go on the trampoline with my siblings. The summer had begun. 

After I got off the trampoline, I rushed to get ready for the bonfire. I changed 

into some comfortable clothes and threw some sweets and crisps into a bag. 

My dad picked me up from my mum’s house and we headed up to the bonfire. 

First, my dad dropped me up to Gary and Matthew’s house where Gary was 

fixing a bench. Matthew was bringing over wood for the bonfire with his dad 

and Natasha was playing with Charlie. Shortly after playing with Natasha and 

Charlie, it was time to head over to the bonfire where Matthew and his dad 

were preparing the fire. Natasha and I were playing races around a wall. Then 

more and more people started to arrive. There was tons of food- enough to 

feed - well everyone there. There were burgers and sausages on the barbeque 

and heaps of sweets and crisps. After everyone had eaten, Matthew, Thomas 

and I went exploring the fields. We went through the bale field up near the bog 

and down behind Thomas’s granny’s house. We were trying to escape from 

Thomas’s brothers and Cousin Joe, Paul and Eoin. Thomas led us into an old 

house full of cool antiques. We had to get out of the house quickly because Joe 

Paul and Eoin were catching up to us so we ran back through the fields and 

back to the bonfire. We feasted on sweets and crisps as we threw worksheets 

in to the fire. We were all in the cow crush and Eoin kept poking me in the 

stomach with a big stick. Allen and Matthew took it off him and they shoved it 

into to the fire. After hours and hours of fun, it was time to go home. Everyone 

said goodbye and I headed back to my mum’s house. 

   A few weeks later, my mum had an eyelash course up in Dublin so Saoirse, 

Morgan, Dane and I went up with her. We stayed up in my granddads house. It 

was late when we got up there so I was only allowed to stay up for a while the 

next day we were going to Tayto Park. 

    I jumped out of bed and rushed up to have breakfast. After I had breakfast I 

got dressed, threw my shoes on and hopped into the car. It was a long journey 

to Tayto Park but it was worth it. As we pulled up I saw the huge Cú Chulainn 

rollercoaster as it raced around on its wooden tracks. I was debating whether 



to go on the roller coaster or not. In the end I decided not to. After we got our 

tickets, we got some ice cream. As we walked around the zoo part of Tayto 

Park we saw lots of animals. Next, we went on the factory tour. We walked 

across a road and into a tunnel that was connected to the factory. All along the 

walls were facts about Tayto and pictures of how it had evolved over the years. 

There were also little viewing bays that you could either walk or sit into and 

see how Tayto crisps are made. At the end of the tour, there was a room that 

the wallpaper was pictures of all different Tayto crisps and card board cut-outs 

with the face cut out so you could take pictures. When you went outside there 

were huge rotating cylinders that were painted with different patterns and 

colours on the inside to give the illusion that while you were walking through 

you were spinning around with the cylinder. After the factory tour we went to 

a huge playground with all sorts of different play toys. We had to go after that 

so we travelled back to my granddad’s house. The next day, we went back 

home. 

  A week later, my sister brought me up to Dublin to stay with her for a few 

days because her  friends Bree and John Joe were coming up to visit her and 

Bree has a little boy named Bob I like to play with. We were also going to the 

zoo. I was helping Alanna to get her house ready for them. Finally the day had 

arrived - the day Bree, Bob and John Joe were coming up. I was so excited they 

weren’t coming up till late so Alanna and I went shopping. We went to 

Penney’s and I got loads of things. A few hours later, we had to meet them at a 

garage to guide them to Alanna’s house. When we all got back to Alanna’s 

house, we ordered Dominoes and stayed up for about two hours. As soon as 

the pizza arrived Alanna rushed to the door to collect it. Within minutes, the 

pizzas were gone. After that, we all went to bed because the next day we were 

going to the zoo! 

The next morning, Bob came in and woke me up. He wanted me to go down 

and play with him. I turned on the TV and the heater. We played cars and then 

went up stairs to get ready for the zoo. After we were all ready, we got John 

Joe’s car. We were all singing “Were going to the Zoo”. It was a long journey to 

the zoo but we all kept our spirits up as we played I spy. In the end, we arrived 

in Phoenix Park. We found a parking space and walked down to the zoo. As we 

approached the zoo, we heard a tiger roar. We had already booked our tickets 



so it didn’t take us that long to get into the zoo. The first animal we saw were 

ducks. As we walked around, we saw the tigers. I was talking to Alanna and as I 

looked at the window beside me, a tiger walked right past the window. There 

were tons of monkeys. When we were in the middle of the zoo, it started to 

rain so we ran under some nearby trees where we were sheltered from the 

rain. When the rain passed we went on to look at the penguins. The penguins 

were doing tricks and waddling around. After, we saw the penguins we had to 

leave. We went to the shopping centre in Dundrum to eat. We ate at TGI 

Fridays. The restaurant was American diner themed. After we ate, Alanna Bree 

and John Joe wanted to go shoe shopping. After, they got some shoes we went 

to Penneys. Not long after, we had to drop Bree and Bob off at Bree’s sister’s 

house. In the meantime, Alanna John Joe and I went back to Alanna’s house 

and watched the X factor. Gradually, as time went by, Bree and Bob returned. 

Bob wanted me to play cars with him again. After a while, we all went to bed. 

The next day, Bree Bob and John Joe went back. Alanna and I left two hours 

after. When I got home I picked up Saoirse and hugged her. 

 Two weeks later, I picked up my school bag that was flung on the floor and put 

on my uniform that was sitting in the corner of my room and headed off to 

school. 

By Clodagh Sharkey   
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